
About us

News

Film Focus

Interviews

Europanet Making Of

Trailers

Videos

Special Reports

Country profiles

Feature Films and 
Industry Database

Film Financing

Legal advice

Script analysis

Online Screenplay 
Training Course

Translation service

Agenda

Newsletter

Vod: video on demand

Cineuropa's blogs

Links

Advertise on
Cineuropa

Download logos and 
banners

rss feed

September 6, 2008

Venice 2008 – Venice Days/Italy 

Rezza and Mastrella turn the table on critics 

Under the pretence of collecting extra material for their first DVD compilation, of short films made in the 1990s,

Antonio Rezza and Flavia Mastrella interviewed some of Italy ’s most well ­known film critics, asking them to

expound upon their eclectic films. The interviews instead were for the documentary The Past is My Stick, which

screened yesterday to an audience made up some of the critics, who saw the work for the first time. 

 

In the film, excerpts of the aforementioned films are intertwined with often philosophical monologues from the

critics. The filmmakers admitted that while editing the material, in just 20 days in order to be ready for Venice,

they had tears in their eyes – from laughter. 

(The article continues below ­ Commercial information) 

 

When Venice Days Delegate General Fabio Ferzetti commented that the critics, himself included, were placed

in precarious positions, performing acrobatics to describe the duo ’s experimental works, Mastrella quipped

that “the critics needed to be as precarious” as filmmakers are in general.   

 

Rezza added their intention was never to mock their subjects, because  “we owe our existence to critics. ”

Considered enfant terribles in Italy, they have nevertheless accumulated a solid following throughout their over

20­year career in film and theatre.  

 

The documentary further reflected Rezza and Mastrella ’s own creative and very physical approach. “We have

no idea what we ’ll do when we arrive on set so we wanted the critics to make their own free, analytical

associations. We impeded most of the critics from sitting because a tired body relies less on rhetoric.”  

 

The film was produced by Rezzamastrella and Federico Carra ’s Kiwido. After vowing for years that they would

never put together a collection of their short films from the 1990s, they succumbed to requests from numerous

fans. Ottimismo Democratico  ( “Democratic Optimism”) will be released in November by Kiwido and will

include The Past is My Stick. 

Natasha Senjanovic 

Venice 2008 – Awards  
Blanc becomes 11th French actress to 
scoop Volpi Cup 

Venice 2008 – Awards  
Golden Lion goes to US title but Best 
Actors are European

Venice 2008 – Horizons/USA­Italy 
Rosi goes Below Sea Level 

Venice 2008 – Horizons/Awards 
Gianfranco Rosi’s Below Sea Level 
crowned top doc 

Venice 2008 – Corto 
Cortissimo/Awards
Armella, Perlmann and Van Ginkel pick 
up prizes

Festivals – Spain 
Gijón: Chris Waitt's tragicomic private 
life

Festivals – Portugal 
Wild Fields  gets top prize in Estoril

Festivals – Estonia 
First Baltic Competition at Black Night

Production – Norway 
Germany high on Institute’s agenda 

Funding – UK 
British shorts get UKFC boost

http://www.torinofilmlab.it/
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=fr&documentID=86522
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=it&documentID=86522
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=es&documentID=86522
http://cineuropa.org/search.aspx?lang=ing
http://cineuropa.org/aboutmission.aspx?lang=en&treeID=879
http://cineuropa.org/aboutmission.aspx?lang=en&treeID=880
http://cineuropa.org/aboutstructure.aspx?lang=en&treeID=881
http://cineuropa.org/aboutdatabanks.aspx?lang=en&treeID=884
http://cineuropa.org/aboutpartners.aspx?lang=en&treeID=882
http://cineuropa.org/aboutteam.aspx?lang=en&treeID=883
http://cineuropa.org/aboutterms.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1273
http://cineuropa.org/aboutpartecipate.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1282
http://cineuropa.org/aboutdonate.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1284
http://cineuropa.org/news.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1165
http://cineuropa.org/ffocuses.aspx?lang=en&treeID=911
http://cineuropa.org/interviews.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1094
http://cineuropa.org/makings.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1095
http://cineuropa.org/trailers.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1096
http://cineuropa.org/videos.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1097
http://cineuropa.org/dossiers.aspx?lang=en&treeID=994
http://cineuropa.org/countryprofiles.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1199
http://cineuropa.org/films.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1100
http://cineuropa.org/films.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1101
http://cineuropa.org/producers.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1102
http://cineuropa.org/distributors.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1103
http://cineuropa.org/prodcompanies.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1104
http://cineuropa.org/intsales.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1105
http://cineuropa.org/filmfinancing.aspx?lang=en&treeID=910
http://cineuropa.org/legaladvice.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1178
http://cineuropa.org/scriptanalysis.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1179
http://cineuropa.org/onlinescreenplay.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1574
http://cineuropa.org/translation.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1469
http://cineuropa.org/agenda.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1496
http://cineuropa.org/newslettersubscr.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1058
http://cineuropa.org/vod.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1542
http://cineuropa.org/blogs.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1541
http://cineuropa.org/links.aspx?lang=en&treeID=909
http://cineuropa.org/advertise.aspx?lang=en&treeID=908
http://cineuropa.org/logobanners.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1180
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=86522#
http://cineuropa.org/rss.aspx?lang=en
http://mandelberger.cineuropa.org/
http://efareviews.cineuropa.org/
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=86521
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=86523
http://cineuropa.org/news.aspx?lang=en&documentID=86522
http://www.cineuropa.org/onlinescreenplay.aspx?lang=en&treeID=1574
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=86521
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=86523
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=86530
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=86516
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=86523
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=86521
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=86520
http://cineuropa.org/news.aspx?lang=en&documentID=86522
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88075
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88074
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88073
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88062
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=88061
http://cineuropa.org/aboutstructure.aspx
mailto:cineuropa@cineuropa.org
mailto:?subject=Cineuropa%20-%20News%20-%20Venice%202008%20%26%238211%3b%20Venice%20Days%2fItaly%20-%20Rezza%20and%20Mastrella%20turn%20the%20table%20on%20critics&body=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cineuropa.org%2fnewsdetail.aspx%3flang%3den%26documentID%3d86522
http://cineuropa.org/newsdetail.aspx?lang=en&documentID=86522#
http://cineuropa.org/print.aspx?page=newsdetail.aspx%3flang%3den%26documentID%3d86522
http://cineuropa.org/aboutterms.aspx

